
T he Government of Costa Rica published a 
moratorium on regulatory issues on June 
2019. This moratorium aims to simplify and 
expedite the procedures to start a business. 

The Ministry of Economy oversees the implementati-
on process, the purpose of the 
moratorium is to use sworn sta-
tements to verify legal complian-
ce requirements. 

The private sector has recu-
rrently requested the Govern-
ment to implement measures 
that will speed up the opening of 
businesses to reduce costs and 
make the process more expedi-
tious. Processing time for obtai-
ning operating permits is long 
which means that the installation processes are ex-
pensive and do not adapt to the needs of business. In 
response to this situation, the Government has deci-
ded to implement the sworn statements as a mecha-
nism to expedite the procedures. According to the 
moratorium, during its first period of implantation, 
only sanitary permits can be processed under this 
methodology, however, another other requirement 
will gradually be incorporated. The idea is for Govern-
ment entities to strengthen the subsequent verifica-
tion of requirements in order not to hinder and len-
gthen the beginning of operations. 

The moratorium establishes that the entities of the 
central government have a period of three months to 

indicate which of their procedures may be valida-
ted by means of a sworn statement, for which 

reason the list is expected to be extended 
in the short term. The Government 

expects that this will generate a decrease in insta-
llation costs. 

If you have any questions regarding this new regu-
lation our public and regulatory team would gladly 

support you. 
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